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imaginings of National Socialism deceive only those who want
to be deceived; Hitler had no better allies, and no one knew that
better than Hitler himself.
The whole course of German republican history will never
be understood unless it is grasped that while Hugenberg repre-
sented conventional counter-revolution the mission assigned to
the two professional revolutionary parties was to split and
neutralize the revolutionary force in Germany. Now there was a
genuine revolutionism in Germany which in a special sense was
a product of the war. It has already been said that in 1914
revolutionism was dead in Germany; it was apparently very much
alive in 1919, but it was a resurrection rather than a new creation;
there was barely a new idea in it. But side by side with it there
was a completely new revolutionism, and that was the revolu-
tionism which the youth of Germany brought back with them
from the war. Politically the war was in one sense the apotheosis
of nineteenth-century liberalism, which, having accomplished
its task of liberating the peoples and exhausted itself in leavening
the intractable lumps of Socialism and Conservatism, had died
as a force. What came out of the war was the new Liberalism
that is always there to take up the torch of the old. Not only in
Germany, but particularly in Germany, the war set free and
created a new impulse to change, to liberation, to the creation
of new forms of social organization, It took very varied forms as
a casual inspection of post-war literature* will show, but they
may be reduced to two, if it is remembered that the two are not
separate impulses but two aspects of the same impulse. The
first form made of change an end in itself. It saw in the war the
crowning crime of a society that ought to be smashed. The
second was equally for change, but it saw in the war the revelation
of the essentials beneath the social organization. This form
represented the feelings of the best, if not the most intellectual,
of the younger war generation. To these war had been the first
experience of, the first contact with, life. To them the life of
the line had meant death, wounds, and starvation, but it had
also meant comradeship, leadership, the sense of corporate life,
* I exclude the freaks and the later providers of pills for earthquakes.

